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HALLAM UNION NOTES:
That Sheffield Hallam Students’ Union recognises the benefits of raising money for charity in terms of: fundraising for worthy causes; raising the profile of the Students’ Union and the services it provides; and providing opportunities for students' personal development.

That it is impossible to support every charity, meaning a process is needed to ensure we choose charities that reflect a wide range of the student population. 
HALLAM UNION BELIEVES:
· That we should support a local, a regional, a national and an international charity.

· That every full member should have the opportunity to nominate charities to be supported.

· That the charities should be chosen by the RAG society, as the only recognised group within the Union with fundraising as its primary aim, from the nominations received.

· That the decision should lie with Union Council should there be no RAG society, or a decision fail to be made. 
HALLAM UNION RESOLVES: 
· To support four charities, one local, one regional, one national and one international, and that fundraising by any group within the Union may only be for one of, or a combination of, these charities. 
· That every student will have the opportunity, at the start of the academic year, to nominate charities for consideration by the RAG society.
· That the charities will be chosen by the RAG society from the nominations received from our full members.
· That if no nominations are received in one or more of the categories, then the elected Full Time Sabbatical Officers shall submit one charity for each category without nominations.  These nominations will be treated as if made by full members.

· That Union Council shall choose the four charities should there be no RAG society, or a decision fail to be made by the RAG society in the timeframe stated in the accompanying procedural document.
·  That the charities chosen will be supported until the closest Friday on or after the 31st of the August of the following year.
· That there will remain an exceptional circumstances option within this policy so that in the event of a disaster we can fundraise to support those affected.
· That there will remain the option within this policy for 'passive' fundraising, where we have been approached by a charity.  For the purpose of this policy 'passive fundraising' is the use of a static unmanned container to collect donations, which uses no Union resources or staff time, and with no active promotion taking place.
· That, as events organised jointly between the University of Sheffield Students' Union and Hallam Union, Varsity and Winter Varsity should be out of the scope of this policy and be allowed to support and fundraise for a charity that may not have been chosen by RAG.

In the table below, where 'Week #' is used, this refers to the Friday of that week.  Week 0 references the Friday on, or first Friday after, the 31st August of that year.


	Week 0
	Charities expire

	Week 3
	Activities fair and nominations open

	Week 5
	Nominations close.  If no nominations are received for any of the categories, then it will fall to the Full Time Sabbatical Officers to nominate one charity for each category.

	Week 6
	Checks performed by Activities and Societies Coordinator and the information passed to RAG.  Nominations to Activities and Societies Coordinator from Officer Committee for any categories without nominations.

	Week 8
	RAG to have voted and Charities chosen.  If this hasn't happened then the charities will be passed to the next Union Council meeting for a decision to be made there.


Nominations are made via a form that can be completed and returned either hard copy or electronically to the Activities and Societies Coordinator.  Once forms are submitted Activities and Societies Coordinator checks charity for existence and appropriateness and that the nominator is a current student.

When this is done the information is passed to RAG along with information about when they can vote via a secret ballot with single transferrable voting.  When the voting period is over the Activities and Societies Coordinator will count the votes and let the RAG society and all appropriate persons know the outcome.

If the situation arises where no votes have been cast by RAG, then the decision will be passed to Union Council.

	
	Where charities are chosen

	
	RAG
	Union Council

	No RAG
	
	X

	RAG - No votes cast
	
	X

	Rag - 1+ Vote cast
	X
	


In the above matrix, it can be seen where the decision on charities will be made in each of the circumstances.

