
HOUSEHOLD BILLS: 10 TOP TIPS
1) Check who pays the bills. Unless your tenancy agreement says the landlord pays, it is probably you.
2) Ask which company supplies the services (gas, electric, water, landline phone, cable etc). The landlord will usually know. You need to know who you must pay.
3) As soon as you move in, find the meters and take meter readings. If you don’t, you might pay for the previous tenants’ usage on your next bill.
4) Ask the landlord if it’s OK to change supplier if you find a cheaper deal. It’s always polite to check.
5) What names do you want the bill to be in? If it’s in your name only, the company will not go chasing your housemates if payments are late – they will only hassle you.
6) Work out how you will pay the bills – how will the people in the house share them out?
7) Work out how you will pay the bills – can you afford them? If you’re not sure, see the Money Doctors' web page for budget ideas.
8) Shop around for cheaper deals. Search http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/ or http://www.uswitch.com/ or a similar site for price comparisons. Remember that if you leave the heating on a high temperature, leave your tap running (if you're on a water metre), leave your lights on or your appliances on standby, your gas, water and electricity bill will be higher!
9) If you have not had a bill or set up a direct debit in the first month, contact the supplier. Bills don’t go away – they just keep getting bigger.
10) Take another meter reading at the end of your tenancy and inform the suppliers when you leave. This stops you being charged for the next tenants’ supplies and gets you a final bill.


