Viewing Checklist
what to look for in a house:-
· Don’t panic! Don’t accept the first house you see – try and view several houses before you make a final decision because once you’ve signed a contract for a house it’s difficult to break it.


Remember the condition of the property may give you an indication of the response to any repairs requests.

	· About the house
	· 

	· 1. Address of the property
	· 

	· 2. Name of the landlord and contact
	· 

	· number
	· 

	· 3. Is the property in a good state of repair?
	· 

	· 4. Do the windows shut properly?
	· 

	· 5. Are they likely to leak?
	· 

	· 6. Are the guttering and roof tiles in good
	· 

	· condition?
	· 

	· 7. Do the doors lock properly?
	· 

	· 8. Is there a communal area?
	· 

	· All rooms
	· 

	· 1. Are there any loose wires or dangerous
	· 

	· looking fittings?
	· 

	· 2. Does the furniture comply with fire
	· 

	· regulations?
	· 

	· 3. Is there enough furniture?
	· 

	· 4. Is there adequate escape from a fire?
	· 

	· 5. Does the house have central heating?
	· 

	· 6. If it does, does the thermostat work?
	· 

	· 7. If there is no central heating, what
	· 

	· heating is provided?
	· 

	· 8. If gas or electric, do the heaters work?
	· 

	· 9. Are there any smoke detectors?
	· 

	· Kitchen
	· 

	· 1. Is there running hot and cold water?
	· 

	· 2. Do the cooker and fridge appear to be in
	· 

	· safe working order?
	· 

	· 3. Is there enough work and cupboard
	· 

	· space?
	· 

	· 4. Are cleaning and cooking utensils
	· 

	· provided?
	· 

	· 5. Are there any fire extinguishers or fire
	· 

	· blankets?
	· 

	· Bathroom
	· 

	· 1. Is there any damp or mould?
	· 

	· 2. Do the taps work?
	· 

	· 3. Does the toilet flush?
	· 

	· 4. Does the shower curtain/door stop the
	· 

	· water leaking on to the floor?
	· 

	· Bills
	· 

	· 1. Are the bills to be paid by the tenants?
	· 

	· 2. How much are the bills likely to be?
	· 

	· 3. Are the bills to be paid quarterly?
	· 

	· 4. Are there any card/key meters?
	· 

	· Rent and contract
	· 

	· 1. How much is the rent?
	· 

	· 2. When and how is it to be paid?
	· 

	· 3. Is the rent paid separately or as a
	· 

	· group?
	· 

	· 4. How long is the contract for?
	· 

	· 5. How much is the deposit?
	· 

	· Before moving in
	· 

	· 1. Have you seen a Gas Safety Certificate?
	· 

	· 2. Is there an inventory?
	· 

	· 3. Does the inventory state the condition of
	· 

	· the items?
	· 

	· 4. Will damaged items be repaired before
	· 

	· you move in?
	· 

	· General
	· 

	· 1. Are there any restrictions to having
	· 

	· visitors/posters?
	· 

	· 2. Is there a storage area for bikes?
	· 

	· 3. Have you asked the previous tenants
	· 

	· what the property is like to live in?
	· 


· 
· Check things carefully before committing yourself to a property. If there is anything you areunhappy with or anything wrong with the property, inform the landlord in writing and keep a copy for yourself.
· Remember to get any promises of repairs/ house improvements  with promises of deadlines agreed in writing.
